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LIKE US is a solo performance project, in 

which I am the stage designer. It is written 

and acted by one of my friends who invited 

me to design the stage for her. Inspired by 

her summer internship in a clothes factory 

in 2021, the play is about gender and class 

inequality, dream and social mobility, with an 

emphasis on the specific situation in China. As 

a sociology student, after reading her script, 

I really appreciated the attitude and focus of 

the play and thus agreed immediately. In my 

stage design, I mainly extracted ideas from 

the script, added my own understanding and 

thoughts of these social issues in China, and 

symbolized them in my design.
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To begin with, I constructed a mind-map 

to demonstrate the main ideas of the 

play, which include marriage, objectified 

women, reproduction and family, inequality, 

isolation, glass ceiling, etc. (Red means 

the actual props. Black means themes 

and ideas. Blue means the emotion that I 

wanted to convey via the setting.)

Firstly, the clothes apparently imitated the 

clothes factory. The reason why they are hung 

above the actress is to build a feeling of being 

overwhelmed by the pressure of making a live, 

a feeling of living underground that symbolizes 

the class inequality which the female factory 

workers suffer from, and a feeling of being 

isolated from the rapidly progressing world. 

The sense of being overwhelmed is also shown 

by putting lots of clothes together next to the 

actress’ feet to form a little mountain. Secondly, 

balloons are used to hang the clothes, in order 

to form a dreamy and fancy scene which 

symbolizes the dream and expectation for the 

future of the girl depicted in the play. When the 

actress is saying something more unrealistic, 

the balloons will get closer to her or vibrate 

more strongly. 

However, the balloons finally drop to the floor, 

which indicates that her dream is not going to 

come true, and which addresses the issue of 

low social mobility. Thirdly, the balloons and 

clothes are hung via a red thread. The red 

thread symbolizes marriage, family ties, and 

the traditional Chinese elements like Chinese 

New Year mentioned in the play. These cultural 

elements, being the context of the play, are 

significant factors influencing the life path of the 

depicted girl. And she seems to be increasingly 

fabricated into the current class structure by 

staying and acting within the structure longer 

and longer, which is shown by tying the girl’s 

hair using the same red thread. 
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In regard to the tone and atmosphere of 

the stage, because the girl is portrayed 

to be objectified by social norms and is 

working in the tedious assembly line, the 

overall atmosphere should be cold and 

dehumanized. The coldness is shown 

through the white lighting and the color 

of balloons and clothes being hung up. 

It is an interesting juxtaposition between 

the cold, harsh reality and the prosperous 

expectation of the girl, injecting some 

dynamics to the stage.
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Another idea worth mentioning is that I came up with the idea of 

collecting the clothes needed from kids and students around us via 

social media. Because the aim of the play is to bring the real story 

of an ordinary factory girl who is struggling for living to us carefree 

adolescents, reminding us of the similarities and differences between 

the girl and us. Therefore, the process of collecting clothes helps to 

spread the story and increase the attention paid to our counterpart 

in the factory, and meanwhile creates a unique coexistence of us in 

a symbolic way. In the final production, all the clothes came from 

peer donation. Also, the three hanging pieces of clothes is designed 

in a way that emphasizes each shirt and each pair of pants and thus 

call on the attention to individuals’ stories within the context of a 

large social group.


